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Overview
Clock Band XP is an add-in for the Windows XP shell.  It only works on systems with XP (or greater) installed.  Once installed, you can right-click on the TaskBar and choose “Clock Band XP” from the Toolbars menu.

Installation
Since this is a freeware utility I wrote for my own use, I didn't bother with making an installation program.  However, it is just a single COM object in a DLL, so all you have to do it register it with RegSvr32.  The easiest way to do this is to go to a command prompt or the Windows Run dialog and type something similar to:

<WindowsSystemDirectory>\RegSvr32 <FullPath>\ClockBandXP.dll

For example, if your Windows directory is C:\Windows and you've copied the ClockBandXP.dll file to the C:\CoolApps directory, you would type:

C:\Windows\System\RegSvr32 C:\CoolApps\ClockBandXP.dll

After this, “Clock Band XP” should appear in the TaskBar's Toolbars menu (in rare cases a reboot may be necessary).  When you turn it on, it may take up most of the space on the TaskBar.  You'll probably want to resize it to take up as little space as possible on your TaskBar.

Uninstallation
Uninstalling Clock Band XP is almost exactly like installing it.  The only difference is that you have to use the '/u' parameter with RegSvr32 to unregister.  So using our example paths from above you'd type:

C:\Windows\System\RegSvr32 /u C:\CoolApps\ClockBandXP.dll

After you unregister the DLL, close the Clock Band XP on the TaskBar, and reboot, you can delete the ClockBandXP.dll file.

Options
Right-clicking on Clock Band XP presents you with a "Clock Band Options..." menu item.  Selecting it displays a dialog where you can configure the date and time formatting.  All the possible codes are listed on the dialog, so I won't duplicate them here.  

Astute programmers will recognize the codes as being from the C function 'strftime'.  I'm sure I could have come up with a more user-friendly way of presenting and entering these codes, but this was quick, easy, and very flexible.

There are a couple of options that aren’t available from the Options dialog because they rarely ever need to be changed.  These can be edited in the registry if you know what you’re doing.  Look under HKEY_CURRENT_USER\Software\Menees\ClockBandXP.

	Value Name
	Value Type
	Default
	Description

	IdleSecondsThreshold
	REG_DWORD
	30
	The number of “idle time” seconds before the “working time” counter gets reset.

	ClearWorkingTimeAfterWarning
	REG_DWORD
	1
	Whether the “working time” counter should be reset after the warning message is displayed.


Miscellaneous
I wrote Clock Band XP in about a half day over the Halloween weekend in 2001.  It was supposed to be a simple update to my existing Clock Band project, but it got so involved with the new Theme APIs (and how poorly they worked), comctl32.dll, and manifests that I decided to make it a new project.

As with all my utilities, the source code for Clock Band XP is freely available.  If it's not on my web site, just ask me for it.

December 2003: I updated Clock Band XP to support multi-line text with alignment.

January 2005: I updated Clock Band XP to support tracking of working time (i.e., non-idle time).
February 2007: I updated Clock Band XP to support Vista.  I also added options to disable bold and shadow text effects.
April 2007: I updated Clock Band XP to include both 32-bit and 64-bit versions.

January 2009: Fixed a critical bug where an invalid format string would terminate Explorer.  Fixed a bug where time zone changes weren’t recognized until Explorer was restarted.

Disclaimer
This software is provided as is without warranty of any kind, either expressed or implied.  The entire risk as to the quality and performance of the program is with you.  Should the program prove defective, you assume the cost of all necessary servicing, repair, or correction.  In no event shall the author, copyright holder, or any other party who may redistribute the software be liable to you for damages, including any general, special, incidental, or consequential damages arising out of the use or inability to use the program (including, but not limited to, loss of data, data being rendered inaccurate, loss of business profits, loss of business information, business interruptions, loss sustained by you or third parties, or a failure of the program to operate with any other programs), even if the author, copyright holder, or other party has been advised of the possibility of such damages.
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