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Gizmos is a widget engine for the Windows desktop; it runs tiny widgets/gadgets/applets, i.e., “gizmos”, near the edge of the screen.  Microsoft deprecated its own Windows Gadgets, but I still wanted functionality like that on Windows 8 and up.  I also wanted to write them in C# and WPF instead of JavaScript and HTML.  Thus Gizmos was born.

GizmoDock.exe is the application that hosts a gizmo; it will run once for each gizmo displayed.  Run GizmoDock.exe without any parameters, and it will help you build Windows shortcuts to launch individual gizmos.  Some included gizmos are: Calendar, CPU Stats, RunningAhead Stats, and Weather.

Some gizmos, like Calendar and CPU Stats, only support a single instance, while other gizmos support multiple instances.  For example, you can run multiple copies of the Weather gizmo to show the weather for multiple locations.

Developers can create custom gizmos by deriving from the Menees.Gizmos UserControl class in the Menees.Gizmos.Sdk.dll assembly.  GizmoDock.exe can host the gizmo if you pass in the assembly name, type name, and other info on the command line.  Run “GizmoDock.exe /?” at a command prompt to see the supported command line arguments.

This software is charityware.  If you like Gizmos and use one or more of them, I ask that you donate $5 to the charity of your choice.  I'll never know if you follow this policy, but the good karma from following it will be well worth your investment.
  
The latest version should always be available at http://www.menees.com.  Gizmos requires the .NET Framework to be installed.  If you don't already have that, you can download it from Microsoft.
Version History
	11/26/13
	
	Started development.  Using VS 2013 and .NET 4.5.1.

	1/26/14
	1.0
	Released with Calendar, CPU Stats, RunningAhead Stats, and Weather.

	2/23/14
	1.0.1
	Fixed a bug in CPU Stats where it wasn’t saving a fractional refresh interval.

	3/18/14
	1.0.2
	Made Weather gizmo handle HTTP timeout exceptions better.

	3/19/15
	1.0.3
	Fixed a NullReferenceException that occurred if a selected assembly couldn’t be loaded by the Shortcut Creator gizmo.

	4/25/15
	1.0.4
	Switched the Weather gizmo to using Weather.gov instead of MSN Weather since MSN took their site offline.

	4/29/15
	1.0.5
	Made the Weather gizmo handle invalid XML datetime values that are occasionally returned from Weather.gov.

	5/2/15
	1.0.6
	Made the Weather gizmo handle invalid image URLs that are occasionally returned from Weather.gov.  Made today’s forecast info use the current temperature and image if necessary.

	5/27/15
	1.0.7
	Handled missing period names better in Weather.gov XML.

	7/29/15
	1.0.8
	Fixed a bug when loading from an empty settings file.  Made RunningAhead options page smarter about validating the ID.  Changed code to use C# 6 syntax and to build with VS 2015.

	6/20/16
	1.0.9
	Fixed a bug where the RunningAhead gizmo couldn’t parse the stats if the latest entry’s notes contained an ‘&’ character (or other valid HTML but invalid XML).

	7/1/16
	1.0.10
	[bookmark: _GoBack]Made Weather gizmo ignore the JavaScript that’s returned by Weather.gov when a DWML forecast isn’t available.


Disclaimer
This software is provided as is without warranty of any kind, either expressed or implied.  The entire risk as to the quality and performance of the program is with you.  Should the program prove defective, you assume the cost of all necessary servicing, repair, or correction.  In no event shall the author, copyright holder, or any other party who may redistribute the software be liable to you for damages, including any general, special, incidental, or consequential damages arising out of the use or inability to use the program (including, but not limited to, loss of data, data being rendered inaccurate, loss of business profits, loss of business information, business interruptions, loss sustained by you or third parties, or a failure of the program to operate with any other programs), even if the author, copyright holder, or other party has been advised of the possibility of such damages.
